BEPR MINUTES
November 8, 2005  9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Olin Engineering Center
Marquette University
1515 West Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
 
Attendance in Person:  Dresser, Hanley, Helfrecht, Conti, Lobdell, 
Farchmin, Graef
 
Attendance by Telephone:  Neumeyer, Bizak, Kuhn, Zeck, Wortley (in part)
 
NEW MEMBER:  Gerald (Jerry) J. Bizak, P.E. was welcomed.  His term is 
through June 30, 2008.
 
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2005:  Approved as distributed.
 
NEXT MEETINGS:  Our next meetings will be:  February 7, 2006 (MSOE or UWM), May 9, 2006 (Great Lakes Naval Station), August 8, 2006, and November 14, 2006.
 
REGULATORY LICENSING ISSUES:  A letter dated May 24, 2005 from Colleen M. Baird, legal counsel to the examining board regarding the question of practice incidental to engineering/certificate of authorization was received and distributed to BEPR members.  The letter affirms that 'incidental' practice would not require a certificate of authorization for a corporation.  This matter is now closed.
 
WSPE CHAPTER LIAISON REPORTS:  BEPR efforts are continuing with our several chapters. These chapters are being made aware that BEPR is available to discuss ethics and professional practices issues with their members.  Dresser, Lobdell, and Bizak will handle the Northwest Chapter meeting on February 21, 2006.  Chapter contacts are:
 
Northwest Chapter ~ Dresser
Waukesha  Chapter ~ Hanley
Fox Valley Chapter ~ Lobdell
Milwaukee Chapter ~ Farchmin
Southeast Chapter ~ Conti
Southwest Chapter ~ Wortley
Wisconsin Valley Chapter ~ Bizak
 
WSPE BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT:  Conti and Dresser attended the September 16th board meeting.  Financials were discussed, TEI issues are not resolved, and Dave Ozarwicz has resigned.  [The new executive director is Nancy Short.]
 
LIAISON WITH COLLEGES AND DEANS OF ENGINEERING:  UW-Platteville has an increasing outreach program for education of engineers. UW-Madison Prof. Peter Bosscher is making a presentation on Engineers Without Borders at Platteville in conjunction with the Southwest Chapter on November 10th.  Wortley is lecturing on the UW-Madsion campus on engineering ethics and professional practice; and is working with the college on encouraging engineering students to take the Fundamentals of Engineering exam and become licensed as professional engineers.
 
ETHICS IN ENGINEERING EDUCATION SURVEY:  All survey responses have 
been received.  Newmeyer will prepare a summary and draft report that can be shared with the BEPR members. As of now BEPR plans to personally deliver the final results and reports to the state's deans and also prepare an article for publication.  We may make 
recommendations to the deans and faculty as well.  Further work on these projects is required. 

SNOWMOBILE AND ATV TRAIL BRIDGES:  Conti will send a letter to be dated September 16, 2005 to Sanjay B. Olson, P.E, with the DNR, stating that the issues discussed previously have now moved from ethical concerns to technical concerns.  It will note that WDOT would be glad to help DNR.  This has been done and the matter is now closed.

 
CONSULTING ENGINEERING FIRMS' ADVERTISEMENTS:  Davy furnished 
examples of recent magazine advertisements used as marketing tools. These ads feature government officials, consulting engineers, and testimonials.  BEPR reviewed the ads in the context of our code of ethics and what is permitted.  We feel that the ads are well one, 
tasteful, and enhance the image, role, and contribution of the engineering profession.  The appropriateness of public officials participating in the ads is questionable, but outside our BEPR boundaries.  This matter is now closed.
 
BEPR PRESS RELEASE:  BEPR will send a press release to "Engineering Professional," the official publication of the Wisconsin Society of Professional Engineers.  Wortley will coordinate the following topics:  Consulting Engineering Firms Advertisements (by Farchmin), Snowmobile and ATV Trail Bridges (by Conti), and Incidental Practice and Corporate Certificates of Authorization (by Wortley).  This has 
been done and the matter now closed.  [Publication of the article is yet to appear.]
 
DON VOIGT REQUEST:  Don Voigt of Energenecs, Cedarburg, WI sent an email on July 12, 2005 about a matter of concern to Energenecs, who are engineers practicing in the public sector in water and wastewater systems.  They developed and patented a new product which they state that another consulting engineer has taken and placed into a public bid document after modifying it somewhat to allow competition for the product.  Energenecs does not feel they have been treated as professionals.  They request that someone intercede and provide a professional/ethics opinion.  Conti will draft a response including a request for a statement of which sections of the NSPE Code of Ethics for Engineers has been violated and evidence to support that allegation.  BEPR also feels that if the product is patented and violated, an attorney representing Energenecs' interests might be engaged by them.  This has been done and the matter is now closed unless further information is received from Voigt. 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO BRING THE BEPR MISSION TO STATE AGENCIES AND OTHERS:  Wortley has furnished Lobdell the complete BEPR file of 
relevant information and resources presently available. She will review and together with Wortley make suggestions for a BEPR work plan.  This is an important assignment that needs to be addressed to further our mission.  Dresser will assist in this effort which has 
not been completed.

 
BEPR BROCHURES:  Farchmin will print more at Kinko's.

 
SEALING WISDOT PLANS STARTED BY OTHERS:  ACEC has asked Lobdell that we discuss an issue that has come up with sealing plans for WisDOT that either WisDOT or another consultant has started.  Our input is being requested.  Some issues are will there be adequate time and background information to do the review, latitude to change the initial assumptions, etc.  The matter may be discussed with the examining board.
 
VISIONS OF THE FUTURE:  Further discussions were held.  Everyone was asked to draft a mission statement for discussion.  The WSPE board should have a say in the mission.  We need other ways to implement our mission.  BEPR as a group needs to be recognized within the profession and within the state as an organization promoting the 
ethical practice of professional engineering and availability to help all.  The three basic purposes of BEPR (Education, Investigation, and Public Service as listed in our Rules of Operations) have been discussed and affirmed.  BEPR should create an awareness and promote ethics.  There is a need for forums in which to do this.  A speakers' bureau is a possibility.  Seeing that all schools and colleges of engineering have a required course in engineering ethics was suggested.
 
Minutes prepared with notes from members:
 
C. Allen Wortley
November 16, 2005
 
Copy of Minutes by Mail:
 
David F. Hanley
918 Cavalier Drive
Waukesha WI 53186
 
***********************************************
Prof. C. Allen Wortley
Engineering Professional Development
UW-Madison College of Engineering
432 North Lake Street, Suite 807
Madison, WI  53706-1498
email:  wortley@engr.wisc.edu
phone:  (608) 262-0577
